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NIT

Nearest and dearest

Speaking

Look at the photos.They show scenes from an

extremely popular American TV protramme, Friends.

1 Describe the situation in each picture.Which

aspect of friendship do you think each

picture shows?

o sharing problems
o sharing good times
o learning together
. learning to get on

2 Why do you think programmes like this
are so popular? Do you think they give a

realistic picture of friendship?

2 What do you think makes a good friendf
Think cf three qualities or characteristics

that you value in a friend.

1

2

Discuss the following questions.

What are friends for?

Do different personalities and different beliefs make
friendship impossible?

'The only way to have a friend is to be one.' (Ralph Waldo
Emerson) How far do you agree?

How far do you think that developments such as e-mail and
mobile phones are affecting personal relationships?
Do you think that the nature of friendship remains the same

throughout a person's life?

8
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Reading

) Paper 1, Part2
ln Paper 1, Part 2 you have to read four short extracts

from different sources and answer two multiple-choice

questions on each.The extracts will all be linked by

a common theme.The questions may test your

understanding of:

o the main ideas, detail a'nd implication
o the writer's attitude, tone and purpose

. text organisation.

The following four extracts are all on the topic of
friendship. Read the extracts quickly to get a general idea

of the style and content.Then match them to the following

sources:

o a novel or an autobiography
o a specialist journal or an academic reference book
. a popular magazine

Now read the extracts again and choose the

answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according

to the text.

Most of us har.e lriends as close as familv- q.ho, at a pinch,

r,r,e'd call at 3 am flor consolation or congratulations

because we know' the1, v/s.'1 resent us. Therrr're almost

part of us, ancl r,te regale them confidently with our

troublcs and triumphs. But u'hile I love these Pour Your

Heoft Out friends, I also need the energy of rny Let's Porty

friends. These liiends care on a different ler.el less

intense, less deep but thel'still care.

And such friendships are important. 'With some

friends, you want to be playful rather than deeplv

disclosing,' sa1's psychotherapist Susie Orbach.'It's not

just a relicf to them that you rvon't give chapter and

vcrse, it's a reliefto you. It's healthy to have lots of

ditlerent fl-iends at clifferent levels of intimacy because

n,lt onl\ is it impossible to be closc to everyone, it's also

urdesirable )bu need the full spectrum. This is the only

1(, r\ ir,)u can erperiment r.rith dilferent parts of yourself.'

i--)f ci,ursq. it s erasperating to feel stranded u'ith

-,.-l: nhc, can t or s'on't allor'v vou to open up

r:-i:- tir.rs i oDL-ning up to be done. But if we accept

-: ,ir +-' 11ils frrr l'hat ther do u'ant to ofler us

t-. 
.'....-..t 

t;-1 ttop then *-e e.rich our 
'i'es

The writer feels her relationships with her 'lite
friends
A are valuable but not fully satisfizing.

B can be relied on in difficult times.

C offer more than laughter and enjoyment.
D are often frustrating.

In this extract, the writer is

A opposing an argument.
B describing a problem.

C fustifzing an opinion.
D reporting on research.

Thlking to Helena

'You know what you said to Neale about underestimating

friendship?'l said.

'Yes?'

'l was lust thinking l've never experienced it.'

'Now you're being silly again,' said Helena. 'l'm sure you

have. I'm sure you're a very warm-hearted person.'

'No l've been in love,0r acquainted with people because I

wanted to use them in some way.'

'l reckon you were impatient with people,' she said. 'You

wanted them to give you something, always. Still, it's natural to

be impatient when you're young.'

'l once told Neale I could stand anything but a status quo '

'And now,' said Helena, 'one would give anything for a status

quo. lf only it would last. What were you and Neale really looking

tor?'

'A moment,' I said, 'that should be immortal. A moment to set

up against those moments when you wake up in the night and

realize - oh, that Venice will crumble into the sea one day, and

that even before that you'll be dead yourself.'

Helena nodded. '0h, those moments in the night,' she said.

'When they come 0n me now, ljust say to myself: Wel[ you

know now. You're going to die. Thai's all there is to it.'

I looked at her, smiling. '0h Helena, I do like you '

'That's a good thing.' She gathered herself robustly in her

chair 'Because I like you.'

What does Helena mean by saying 'If only it
would last.'?

A She would like to have more power over her
1ife.

She would like her friendship with the narrator
to survive.
She would like her situation to remain
unchanged.
She would like to stay young forever.D
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Language Focus: Grammar

Diagnostic"review of verb forms
and uses

ln order to convey your meaning effectively in writing and speech in

Papers 2 and 5, and also to complete the tasks in Paper 3, you need

to be able to use a good range of grammar and vocabulary

appropriately and accurately, and be aware of how they affect one

another.The Language Focus sections in this book highlight specific

areas of grammar and vocabulary to help you to do this.

Talking about the past

1 The writer of the extract'ln my own world' on page 11

managed to overcome her autism and write an account of how she

did so. Some autistic people display great creative powers.The

following text describes an interview with the teacher of an autistic

child called Stephen Wiltshire, who was an exceptionally gifted

artist. Read the text below and put the numbered verbs into the

correct tense.There may be more than one possible answer.

2 Which sentence:

a) establlshes the main topic and time
lrame of the text?

b) sets the scene and describes an event

supportir-rg the main idea?

c) describes a repeated activlty that
occurred over a period of time?

d) gives information about events

occurring before the time of the maln

event?

e) describes tr'vo different activities,
suggesting that they occurred at the

same time?

M Granrn"lar reference p.210

3 Divide into two groups. Students from

Group A should complete the text on page 234

by filling in the gaps with the correct past tense

form of the verbs given. Students from Group B

should complete the text on page 238.

Now get together with a student from the other
group and tell your completed story from

memory.

T ngr Tou* tln,lgt

'hen Chris Marris, a young teacher, (1) ................ ...... (come) to Queensmill in 1982, he was

astonished by Stephen's drawings. Marris (2) . (teach) disabled children for

nine years, but nothing he (3) ........... (see) $) . (prepnre) him for Stephen.

'When I first (5) . (;re) him, Stephen (6) ......................Gt/) on his own in tlie corner

of the room, drawing,'Chris told me. 'He was absolutely amazing. He (7) .......... (draw) a:nd

draw and draw the school (8) ................ ...... (call) him "the drawer". And he (9) .......... . . . .....

(produce) these most unchildlike drawings, Iike St Paul's and Tower Bridge, in trernendous detail

when other children his age (10) . (draw) stick figures. It was the sophistication of his

drawings, their mastery of line and perspective, that (11) . (nmaze) me - and these

(12) .............. ........(br) all there when he was seven.'

S repben's Lonclon Alpbabet,

clraun uhen be was ro.
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